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Are Most People Really Hellbound? (Part II) 

Genesis 18:25: (NASB) ...Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?  

Special Guest: Kevin Miller, filmmaker, www.hellboundthemovie.com 
Five weeks ago we began a discussion on the highly controversial 
topic of hellfire, the Bible and whether or not these two belong 
together. We based that conversation on a 2012 documentary 
entitled Hellbound? written and produced by Kevin Miller.  Kevin 
joined us for that discussion as we mainly focused on the Old 
Testament and non-Biblical history.  Well, Kevin is back with us for 
this follow-up as we reopen the book on hell and the very piercing 
question – are most people hellbound? 

Kevin Miller is an award-winning screenwriter, director and producer who has applied his craft 
to numerous documentaries, feature films and shorts. Recent projects include Hellbound?, 
Drop Gun, No Saints for Sinners, spOILed, Sex+Money, With God On Our Side, Expelled: No 
Intelligence Allowed and After...  

In addition to his work in film, Miller has written, co-written and edited over 40 books. He lives 
in Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada with his wife and four children. 

Hellbound? Official movie trailer, Part 1        

• “If you have a paradigm that doesn’t allow you to ask questions, there is 
something wrong with the paradigm.  Inside the traditional paradigm of 
Dante’s hell inferno, you’re not allowed to ask all kinds of questions.” 
 

• “It’s not a problem to ask questions, but sometimes when certain questions 
are asked, it is by someone who is a coward and doesn’t have the conviction to 
declare their answer.” 
 

• “The notion that there really isn’t a hell is simply a wussy effort to make God 
a nice guy.  Does anyone really believe that Hitler has a second chance?  I 
don’t think so.  So ultimately the panoply of Scripture is pointing to one thing 
– and that is either reconciliation with God or separation from God.”   

Rick:  Why did you chose this particular project? 

Kevin: On a personal level, hell as a place of eternal torment has always been 
difficult for me to consolidate with the idea that God is loving.  A lot of 
Christians struggle with this and deal with it in different ways.  My way of 
dealing with it was to make a film that would enable me to really dig deep into 
this issue and to examine it from a variety of perspectives.  I sought to look at 
the three main families of use: 1) eternal torment, 2) annihilationism or 
conditional immortality, and 3) universalism.  Then I interviewed people from 
across the spectrum, as well as people who don’t believe in hell, or even 
Christianity at all, to help understand these doctrines, once they are put out 
into the world, how they are being interpreted by people within the faith and 
from people from outside the faith. Really the purpose for me was very much a 
personal journey to come to terms with this issue, but also to make a film that 
would really provoke some informed discussions.  
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There are two different “hells” in the Bible: 

 

In the Old Testament, we will see that there is only one word translated hell: 

Hell: Strongs #7585, Sheol; grave, pit 

It is very interesting to note that the translators of the King James Version 
translated the same Hebrew word sheol as grave or pit when referring to a 
righteous person, but used the word hell if the text applied to a wicked person.  
For example: 

Psalms 9:17: The wicked shall be turned into hell <7585>, and all the nations that forget 

God. 

Job 14:13: O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave <7585>, that thou wouldest keep me 

secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and remember me! 

Here Job is praying to go to Sheol - the grave - the same place that Psalms 9:17 
said all the wicked go. 

 
New Testament Primary word for hell = Hades 

Hell:  Strongs #86, haides 

Matthew 16:18: (KJV) And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 

will build my church; and the gates of hell <86> shall not prevail against it.  

But how do we know that Sheol in the Old Testament is the same as Hades in 
the New Testament?  Because the New Testament provides a direct Old 
Testament quote: 

  So, what is the other Hell all about? 

Hell:  Strongs #1067 geena (gheh'-en-nah); of Hebrew origin; valley of (the son of) Hinnom;    
KJV-- hell. 

(Source:  Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary) What is "Gehenna"?  - The Valley of 
Hinnom:  In the time of Jesus the Valley of Hinnom was used as the garbage dump of 
Jerusalem. Into it were thrown all the filth and garbage of the city, including the dead 
bodies of animals and executed criminals. To consume all this, fires burned 
constantly. Maggots worked in the filth. When the wind blew from that direction over 
the city, its awfulness was quite evident.  
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There is some scholarly dispute on what actually happened in the Valley of 
Hinnom, particularly during the time of Jeremiah.  This valley is mentioned five 
times in the Book of Jeremiah (7:31, 32, 19:2,6, 32:35) as the place where 
people would “burn their sons and daughters in the fire” as part of the worship 
of Molech. 

Rick:  When preparing the documentary, did you come across any historical 
facts that you found surprising? 

Kevin: This is one of the struggles we face.  It is difficult to sit down with any 
ancient document, read it, and understand what it says if you don’t have an 
understanding of the historical context…you will miss most of what is being 
referenced.  When it comes to any biblical text, having as full an understanding 
as possible is important.  So when we look at a word like Gehenna, we want to 
understand why the word suddenly becomes the only word Jesus uses for 
“hell,” or when talking about punishment… 

There was a tradition within some of the Jewish writings that pre-dated Jesus 
that talked about Gehenna where it became a place of punishment or 
destruction of the wicked.  

Hellbound? brings out an important point that when Jesus referenced future 
destruction, he was referring to the destruction of the Jewish Temple in 70 AD.  
Josephus wrote about the extent of that predicted destruction:  

Josephus describing the destruction of Jerusalem, Hellbound? Movie 

• The slaughter within was even more dreadful than the spectacle from without.  
Men, women, old and young, insurgents and priests were hewn down in 
indiscriminate carnage.  As soon as the army had no more people to slay or to 
plunder, Titus gave orders that they should demolish the entire city and 
Temple until there was nothing left to make those that come thither to 
believe that Jerusalem had ever been inhabited.  (Titus Flavius Josephus, the 
Wars of the Jews) 

In these instances, Gehenna is translated as hell or hell fire:  
Matthew 5:22: (KJV) But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without 

a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall 
be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire 
<1067>.   

Matthew 10:28: (KJV) And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the 

soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell <1067>.   

Matthew 23:15: (KJV) Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea 

and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of 
hell <1067> than yourselves.  

These next verses are Jesus’ warning about stumbling any of his followers: 
Mark 9:43-48: (KJV) 43And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter 

into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched: 44Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 45And if thy foot 
offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be 
cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 46Where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched. 47And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to 
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enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell 
fire: 48Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.  

Jesus used hyperbole to make a point.  This is something we miss with the 
Hebrew way of thinking as a whole and colorful imagery used to make a point.  
We make a huge mistake when taking this literally because as many people 
pointed out, you don’t find too many denominations that promote one-
eyed/one-handed Christians, but then they want to turn around and take hell 
or this idea of unquenchable fire in a literal sense.  So they already begin to 
pick and choose, so what is the standard or basis for making those choices?  
What gives rise to your interpretation? 

Can it be proven by Scripture that the imagery in this text has nothing to do 
with torture and everything to do with Jesus pleading with us to do whatever 
necessary to live righteously? 

• Jesus is comparing eternal life with Gehenna, which ironically is utter 

destruction. 

• Jesus is not telling us to literally cut off hands and feet and to rip out 

eyes. 

Jesus is quoting from here: 

Isaiah 66:22-24: (NASB) 22For just as the new heavens and the new earth which I make will 

endure before Me, declares the LORD, So your offspring and your name will endure. 23And it 
shall be from new moon to new moon and from sabbath to sabbath, all mankind will come to 
bow down before Me, says the LORD. (Obviously a future time because all mankind has not yet 
bowed down before God.) 24Then they will go forth and look on the corpses (dead bodies) of 
the men who have transgressed against Me. For their worm will not die and their fire will not 
be quenched; (in the context of corpses) And they will be an abhorrence to all mankind. 

This was a reference to the Valley of Hinnom where Jews sacrificed their 
children. 

Rick: Were there noticeable differences in the people who stood for the 
fundamental of believing in the book vs. the people who stood for the 
fundamental of developing a personal relationship with God? 

Kevin:  Definitely. There was clearly a difference between people who are 
obsessed with getting their theology right vs. being transformed in their heart.  
I always like to draw a distinction between theology as an end in itself and 
theology as a means to an end.  I think with any theology…that is our way of 
shaping our way about thinking about God, the goal should be ultimately that 
we want to think the right way about God because it has a huge effect on the 
people we become.  So definitely I see a difference between people who 
perhaps are more concerned with getting things “right” as opposed to ones who 
are just trying to imitate Christ.  So the theology they have is something they 
are hoping will turn them into better people. I don’t want to say that anyone 
who disagrees with me theologically is pursuing theology as a means to an end 
in itself.  I think that can happen to anyone no matter what position you 
happen to buy into. But I think that is a great question to keep prompting self-
examination, which is, why is this so important to me?  Am I continually drawn 
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into these types of discussions because I am truly wanting to find the truth or 
am I trying to convince everyone else to believe what I do? 

     Excerpt from Hellbound? Movie         

• (Kevin) What do you think about people who read the Bible and come away 
thinking that hell isn’t eternal or maybe it’s not quite the way you guys 
interpret it? 
 

• (Protestors at 9/11 Memorial) They are liars.  It’s that simple.  There’s 
nothing complicated about that. 
 

• (Kevin) So you guys seem tremendously certain about what you believe.  What 
gives you that certainty?   
 

• (Protestors) We’ve been standing here giving an answer for the reason for the 
hope within us.  The reason is because these things are so plain and simple in 
the Bible. 

What about the rich man being tormented in flames? 

Let’s take a look at a parable often quoted as “proof” of a place of eternal 
torment: 
Luke 16:23-25: (KJV) 23And in hell <Hades #86> he lift up his eyes, being in torments 
<931>, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24And he cried and said, Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, 
and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 25But Abraham said, Son, remember 
that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now 
he is comforted, and thou art tormented.  

Is this literal?  Is it symbolic?  How can we tell?  Well, it is in the context of 
Jesus telling stories. 

Luke 15:1: Begins the context of five parables, the Rich Man being the fifth. As 
with most of Jesus parables, he just starts telling the story – no introduction, 
no explanation, just a story to respond to the reaction of his audience. 

1. The Lost Sheep: Luke 15:3-7 

2. The Lost Coin:  Luke 15:8-10 

3. The Prodigal Son: Luke 15:11-32 

4. The Unjust Steward: Luke 16:1-15 

5. The Rich Man and Lazarus: Luke 

16:19-31 

Luke 16:23: (KJV) 23And in hell <Hades #86> he lift 

up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar 
off, and Lazarus in his bosom... 

Gehenna is not referred to in this parable, so 
the imagery of burning is not given. 

Revelation shows that Hades is eventually 
destroyed using the imagery of a lake of fire.    
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Revelation 20:14: (KJV) And death <2288> and hell <86> were cast into the lake of fire. 

This is the second death.  

Luke 16:23-25: (KJV) 23And in hell <#86> he lift up his eyes, being in torments <931>, and 

seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  

Torments:  Greek English Lexicon:  
A touchstone, which is a black siliceous stone used to test the purity of gold or silver by the 

color of the streak produced on it  
by rubbing it with either metal 

It was used by merchants to prove whether or not coins were real.  In this 
parable, the Pharisees were shown to be false.  They were “tormented” 
because they were being revealed as hypocrites.   

The  Scriptures shaded in gray are those we did not have time for during the 
program: 
 

Luke 16:24: (KJV) And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 

Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am 
tormented <3600> in this flame.  

Tormented: Strongs #3600 odunao (od-oo-nah'-o); to grieve: 

#3600 (KJV) all other uses: 

Luke 2:48: And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, 

why hast thou thus dealt with us?  Behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing 
<3600>. 

Acts 20:38: Sorrowing <3600> most of all for the words which he spake, that they should 

see his face no more. And they accompanied him unto the ship. 

So, “tormented” here has nothing to do with physical pain – it is all emotional 
pain. 

What about “Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth?” 

Hellbound? Official movie trailer, Part 2   

• “Just take a step back a little bit and hear how that sounds:  You better 
accept Jesus Christ or you’re goin’ to burn forever in hell!  Oh, and God loves 
you.” 
 

• “You often find folks whose map is the territories.  If you disagree with them, 
you’re not just disagreeing with them, but you are disagreeing with God.” 
 

• “I use the language of national or state borders or boundaries. (Comparing 
doctrinal beliefs that differ from his own) I can work with anybody in the state 
borders, but I can’t work or partner with anyone who has crossed a national 
border.” 
 

• “I gotta tell you…that’s not a good way to be!” 
 

• “If someone’s got a position or argument and you think it’s wrong, then why 
do you fear looking at it?  Truth shouldn’t have anything to fear.” 
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• “It’s rather amazing to me that more people aren’t saying, this can’t be 
right.” 

Rick:  Did you experience compelling arguments representing hell as being a 
“just” punishment? 

Kevin:  It all depends on how you define justice. A lot of times we define 
justice as punishment.  Did somebody get justice in a trial?  The question 
usually means, did they get a sentence that suited the crime?  So if it was a 
very serious crime, did they get a significant sentence or not?  So it always has 
to do with punishment.     

I would look at justice through a different lens to say justice means wrongs 
made right.  The question is then, can punishment ever make a wrong right?  
I’m very skeptical about that.  So no, I can’t say that I found any compelling 
arguments for hell as eternal torment being just, but at the same time I 
understand the appeal of eternal torment often arises out of a concern for 
justice because we see horrific things in the world.  The event we highlight in 
Hellbound? is the attacks on 9/11.  This is damage that humans can inflict that 
other humans are unable to fix.  So then we look to God, and we say, God, 
surely YOU will make this right.  That is the Scripture we used to open 
Hellbound?.  The question is, how will God make this right and can it be made 
right by basically doing to the perpetrators what they did to other people?  Is 
that really introducing something that is a better or higher form of justice than 
humans are able to conceive of?  I would say no.  I would say in a sense then all 
we have done is just create God in our image.   

So I always look for a form of justice that somehow supersedes what we are 
capable of or even what we would want.  It goes back to God saying to Isaiah, 
“My thoughts are not your thoughts and My ways are not your ways.”  That was 
spoken in the context of God showing mercy to His enemies, and so I think 
God’s definition of justice is quite different from the way we humans define it. 

Ask anyone who lost someone in 9/11, do they want the hijackers punished or 
do they want their daughter back?  Or their son or their mother?  Will the 
punishment really bring healing to the hearts of those who were hurt? 

Justice is the rebuilding of what was wrong made right. 

A caller suggests that the concept of hell as a place of eternal torment is a 
dishonor to God, who is not interested in a slavish fear.  He wants reverence 
from a true heart based on love and not fear. Also see Isaiah 1:18. The theory 
even violates the law of physics.  When you burn something, ashes and smoke 
result as the byproduct of a fire, not something more alive than before. 

We would like to briefly review the expression weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
It is used seven times in the New Testament and NEVER in relation to Gehenna. 
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Luke 13:26-28: (NASB) 26Then you will begin to say, we ate and drank in your presence, 

and you taught in our streets; 27and he will say, I tell you, I do not know where you are 
from; depart from me, all you evildoers. 28In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, 
but yourselves being thrown out.   

This refers to those called to be the “blesser” nation with Jesus and how some 
will not be faithful to that full devotion to him.   

Here is just one example: 
Matthew 8:11-12: (NASB) 11I say to you that many will come from east and west, 

and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; 12but the 
sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

We believe this is a clear reference to Israel being rejected because they 
rejected Jesus and were replaced by Gentiles.  This Centurion Jesus was 
speaking to was from the outside looking in, yet look at the faith he displayed - 
he knew Jesus had authority from God – therefore a word was all that was 
necessary. 

Kevin:  Some people would say the gnashing of teeth signifies anger at God.  
Other people would say it is an expression of regret or repentance at what they 
lost or being confronted with the truth of their actions.   

Looking closer at the phrase outer darkness, it obviously does not reference 
fire or life.  Remember the teachings of Jesus are built upon the Old 
Testament.  He continually referred back to the perspective of what the Gospel 
meant in relation to the foundation of Judaism.   

Isaiah 9:2: (NASB) The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; Those who live in 

a dark land, the light will shine on them. 

Matthew 25:28-30: (NASB) 28Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to the 

one who has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have 
an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken 
away. 30Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Here is another pointed lesson to those called into the light of the Gospel 
through the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, who are given opportunities to 
directly benefit the Master’s cause, but instead merely preserve those 
opportunities by their preoccupation with the world. 

Isaiah 42:6-7: (NASB) 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold 

you by the hand and watch over you, and I will appoint you as a covenant to the people, as a 
light to the nations, 7To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon and 
those who dwell in darkness from the prison. 

Using the Old Testament context of darkness, Jesus says those who are not 
accepting what he is showing are in outer darkness.  They lost the light of 
truth.  They are not being tortured and tormented but have lost something of 
great value and with that comes frustration. 

Luke 2:28-32: (NASB) 28then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29Now 

Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, according to Your word; 30For 
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my eyes have seen Your salvation, 31Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32A Light of revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel. 

      We send ourselves to hell, www.guidelines.org  

• “I suppose you are one of those individuals who believes God sends people to 
hell,” the person said somewhat sarcastically to me.  “No,” I replied quite 
matter of factly, “I don’t believe God sends people to hell at all.  I think we 
actually send ourselves there when we refuse the light God offers us, the One 
who sent His son to save us from such a place.”  Issue settled. 

Kevin:  I think this is oftentimes a way of trying to rescue God from being a 
cosmic tormentor or executioner is to say that God doesn’t send people to hell 
but we put ourselves there.  In a sense it is the argument that Rob Bell makes 
in his book, Love Wins. If anyone ends up away from God, it is because of the 
choice that they’ve made.  Love wins because God gets what God wants and 
we get what we want.  C.S. Lewis made a similar argument that the door of 
hell is “locked from the inside” and that we become successful rebels until the 
end.   

But I would really question that, and we do question that idea in the 
documentary.  I do not see how abandoning people to self-destructive choices 
is love.  I don’t see how that’s a “win.”   

Richard Beck in his blog wrote recently about the connection between our 
affections and our choices.  If our affections are broken, then our choices are 
going to be broken.  What love looks like in that circumstance is helping to heal 
our affections so that will help to heal our choices.  So if we choose to reject 
God, why are we making that choice?  Is it because we are inherently evil or 
did something get in the way that caused pain in our hearts and we formed bad 
images of God or what have you?  Ultimately, it is some kind of emotional 
problem we are having and needs to be healed so we can choose the good.  
Why wouldn’t we choose the good?  The only time we choose something self-
destructive is when our affections are broken. 

But wait – there IS weeping and gnashing of teeth AND fire! 
 

Parable of the Wheat and the Tares: 
Matthew 13:37-43: (KJV) 37He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good 

seed is the Son of man; 38The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one; 39The enemy that sowed them is 
the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the reapers are the angels. 40As therefore 
the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. 41The Son 
of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity; 42And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. 43Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

Kevin:  I think what Jesus is really doing here is decoding or interpreting his 
parable.  One of the key phrases is, Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.  In 
other words, pay close attention because there is something going on beneath 
the surface here; don’t just interpret literally.   

The book of Matthew was written after the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD.  The 
readers and the writers looking back on the fall of Jerusalem would have 
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considered that to be the “end of the age.”  It is not something that would 
have been future necessarily for the writers and readers of Matthew; it would 
have been in the past.  So they are looking back and are making sense of what 
happened in Jerusalem.  There is a potential that this isn’t speaking of an 
event for us.  The “end of the age” is the end of Temple worship, etc. 

Rick:  We understand that was indeed the end of that Jewish Age.  Oftentimes 
Jesus spoke with two applications – one more immediate and one prophetic.  
We believe the prophetic application refers to the false Christian systems and 
the separation work at the end of this age.   

But the point of this discussion is that it is imagery used in a story.  Jesus uses 
imagery many times directly from the Old Testament.  He was Jewish and often 
used the Law and the Prophets to teach lessons.  One of Matthew’s objectives 
was to show the Jewish lineage of Jesus. 

Furnace of Fire: Great time of trouble   
Psalms 21:8-9: (NASB) 8Your hand will find out all your enemies; Your right hand will find 

out those who hate you. 9You will make them as a fiery oven in the time of your anger; The 
LORD will swallow them up in His wrath, and fire will devour them. 

Malachi 4:1: (NASB) For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the 

arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze, 
says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 

Kevin:  There is Old Testament foundation for a lot of the imagery Jesus used.  
There are also a number of important documents written between the 
Testaments as well and a lot of theological ideas that developed that he 
references and often overturns.  So we look at the context of the author of 
Matthew and what the historical circumstances were.  One of the more 
prominent theories is that this came from the region of Antioch and this is a 
group of people that suffered a lot of persecution at the hands of the Jews and 
the Gentiles.  So I believe this is a book meant to give persecuted believers 
hope.  There is a sense in this book of, don’t worry, in the end God is going to 
sort things out so that evil may be allowed to thrive but we need to trust God is 
in control and will make things right in the end. 
 

For the rest of the uses of weeping and gnashing of teeth, please see the  
CQ Rewind Full Edition Bonus Material 

 
So, if we say there is no burning Hell, what does God’s want for sinners? 

Reward and Punishment = a good God, Hell - The Devil’s Domain, 
www.youtube.com 

• Death, the great equalizer.  People throughout the globe and across time 
believed that life endures beyond the grave.  Modern religions offer different 
concepts of an afterlife.  But most are linked by two beliefs:  A life lived in 
accordance with God leads to a positive afterlife, a heaven.  A life lived in 
league with the devil leads to somewhere negative, a hell. 
   

• Reward and punishment in an afterlife is axiomatic to a belief in God. 
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Rick:  How do you personally understand God’s intention for sinners and His 
treatment of them?  Is God a vengeful God that wants His pound of flesh? 

Kevin: How we answer this question is always coming back to what attributes 
of God do we consider primary and which we consider secondary.  For me, if 
God exists and He is good, I would think the essence of God is love.  So love 
always looks not to the concern of self but to the concern of others.  So one of 
the questions I have is, is His will the primary thing, as in “I’m going to get 
what I want,” because that makes God self-centered.  If love is primary to God, 
how will that deeply rooted affection change the choices He makes?  How will 
God deal with sinners?   

We look within our own justice system.  We have a lot of different purposes 
when trying to deal with folks who have broken the law.  At the most basic 
level, we are looking for retribution.  We want that pound of flesh.  We are 
also trying to deter other people from doing bad things and we are trying to 
protect the public.  But the highest view of justice that we want is justice that 
will seek restitution, rehabilitate and ultimately reconcile.   

I would hope that if God is good and loving, and if love makes you concerned 
for the welfare of others, that God will find a way to deal with sin that doesn’t 
come at the expense of anyone.  Too oftentimes our view of justice will always 
come at someone else’s expense, or peace comes at the expense of someone 
we use as a scapegoat.  That’s why we begin Hellbound? with Genesis 18:25: 
Shall not the Judge of the earth do what is right?   

I believe ultimately in the goodness of God and that love will always seek the 
welfare of another. 

We believe God is bigger than the problem of sin and evil and has a way of 
putting it all in a loving perspective.   

The following is a logical and sequential reasoning by the Apostle Paul that 
reveals the will of God for his earthly creation, both for the believer and 
non-believer: 
Romans 5:12-21: (NASB) 12Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, 

and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned.   

All men fall under the curse of Adam: 
13for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 
14Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in 
the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of him who was to come.  

Even when there was no “measuring stick” for sin, death reigned over man 
from the beginning until Moses, who brought the Law: 
15But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the 
many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, abound to the many.   

How many is the many?  All!  Therefore sin applied to all, and Jesus applied to 
correspondingly all.  Just as sin contaminated everyone, so Christ has the 
ability to permeate and lift everybody. 



“Are Most People Really Hellbound? (Part II) #761 – May 12, 2013  

 

Christian Questions ©2013 all rights reserved  
12 

The crucified Christ who offered himself to the world in self-sacrifice is really 
the bedrock principle.   

Scriptures must be placed in the proper period of time.  It makes so much 
sense.   

People had no choice to be born in sin.  We all also have no choice that the 
ransom of Jesus is applied to our lives.  

16The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the 
judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the 
free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification. 17For if by the transgression 
of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of 
grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.  

The judgment of being 
condemned to death was a 
result of one who sinned.  
Those who receive the grace 
of Jesus – the called out ones 
will reign in life through 
Christ. 

18So then as through one 
transgression there resulted 
condemnation to all men, even so 
through one act of righteousness 
there resulted justification of life 
to all men.   

Here is the perfect scale – through one all are condemned, so through one 
all will be justified. 

19For as through the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, even so 
through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.  

 

The History of Man 
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The many who were made sinners – is the same as the many who will be 
made righteous. 
 20The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more, 21so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through 
righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Kevin:  There is a parallel in that we were born into this situation and had no 
choice one way or the other.  If you are looking to build your whole theology on 
the choices humans make, I think you need to come back and take a serious 
look at Scriptures.  Romans 11:32:  God has bound all people over to disobedience so 

that He might have mercy on them all.  I cling to this passage through all the 
confusion as we try to interpret these things.  

2 Peter 3:9: (NASB) The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is 

patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

This is the message of the Gospel! 

So are most people really hellbound...? 
For Jonathan and Rick and Christian Questions... 

Think about it…! 
 

And now even more to think about… 
only in the Full Edition of CQ Rewind! 

 

 

The rest of the Weeping and Gnashing of Teeth story, including three uses in 
the New Testament: 

Parable of the Net Cast into the Sea:     
Matthew 13:47-50: (KJV) 47Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast 

into the sea, and gathered of every kind: 48Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and 
sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. 49So shall it be at the 
end of the world: the angels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, 
50And shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

Matthew 22:12-13: (NASB) 12and he said to him, Friend, how did you come in here without 

wedding clothes? And the man was speechless. 13Then the king said to the servants, Bind him 
hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth.  

This is a stark lesson of choice and loss for all called to the heavenly calling.  
The garment in question is the merit of Christ, the binding hand and foot 
signifies the removal of all of his influence, for he cannot go where he wants or 
do what he wants. 

Isaiah 60:1-2: (NASB) 1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has 

risen upon you. 2For behold, darkness will cover the earth and deep darkness the peoples; But 
the LORD will rise upon you and His glory will appear upon you. 

Jesus’ great prophecy of Jesus’ return:    
Matthew 24:44-51: (KJV) 44Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not 

the Son of man cometh. 45Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made 
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ruler over his household, to give them meat in due season?  46Blessed is that servant, whom his 
lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 47Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler 
over all his goods. 48But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord delayeth his 
coming; 49And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; 
50The lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour 
that he is not aware of, 51And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the 
hypocrites: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

This is a somewhat unique example as it first refers to the consequence of the 
end of the age servant chosen to dispense meat in due season, if he should not 
be faithful to his responsibility in its entirety.  This is deeply sobering.  It shows 
the narrow way that must be trod by the faithful, but most importantly it 
shows those who hold leadership roles hold great responsibility – the greater 
the leadership, the greater the potential fall. 

 

 

More on the Rich Man and Lazarus story: 

The Rich Man in Hell 
In the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, it is stated of the rich man that "in 
hell [hades]" he lifted up his eyes, "being in torments." (Luke 16:23)  This is the 
only passage in the Bible in which is suggested the possibility that there is 
thought, or feeling, in hades, or sheol. We cannot suppose, however, that this 
text is contradictory to the definition of sheol given us by the prophet when he 
declared that there is no knowledge, wisdom, nor device, but only oblivion, in 
sheol. Nor can we suppose that Job made a mistake when he prayed to go to 
sheol in order to escape suffering.  

Besides, when we examine the details of the parable of which this statement is 
a part, we find that it could not possibly be a literal statement of fact. Seizing 
upon this parable as their best means of proving the torture theory, many have 
erroneously presented it as proof that the righteous go to heaven when they 
die, and that the wicked go to a place of eternal torment. Actually, however, 
the parable says nothing about either the wicked or the righteous, nor does it 
say anything about heaven.  

There is a poor man and a rich man, but there is nothing said about their 
virtues nor about their sins. They both die. The poor man is carried by the 
angels to "Abraham's bosom," not heaven. Even if this were a literal statement 
of fact, it would not put the poor man in heaven, because Abraham is not in 
heaven. We know this because Jesus said, "No man hath ascended up to 
heaven."—John 3:13  

In death the rich man is said to see the poor man in Abraham's bosom, and he 
begs him to send a drop of water to cool his tongue. Abraham's literal bosom 
had turned to dust long centuries before this parable was given, hence the 
expression must be symbolic; and if that is symbolic, the remainder of the 
account must also be a word-picture of something more than the experience of 
two men after they died.  

We think the most reasonable view as to the meaning of the parable is that 
these two men represented two groups, or we might say, nations. The rich 
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man, with the various details related concerning him, seems clearly to be a 
symbol of the Jewish nation, while the poor man is a true representation of the 
Gentiles and the position they were in at the time the parable was given.  

The nation fared sumptuously every day, as the parable states. That is, the 
promises of God belonged to them, and upon these they were privileged to 
feast. Their table was laden with these good things from the Word of God. The 
purple robe of the rich man represented the royal hopes of the nation, and his 
fine white linen represented the standing of righteousness the nation enjoyed 
as a result of the typical sacrifices which were made year by year for them. 
While this righteousness was merely typical of the righteousness enjoyed by 
spiritual Israel through the blood of Christ, nevertheless, it gave them a 
standing before God which other nations did not enjoy.  

Israel died as a nation, and lost all these special favors of the Lord, but the 
individuals comprising the nation continued to live, and each successive 
generation of these throughout the centuries has suffered. They have suffered 
because of being members of a nation that was dead. See the prophecy of this 
as recorded in Deuteronomy 32:22.  

The poor man—representing the Gentiles—also died to that condition of 
alienation from God which was theirs prior to the first advent of Christ. 
Believing Gentiles were carried into Abraham's bosom; that is, they became the 
children of Abraham through faith, and inherited the promises of God which 
were made to and through him. The whole Gentile world—particularly where 
the Gospel has been at least nominally accepted—has benefited from this great 
change. Representatives of the dead nation of Israel, from time to time in the 
past, appealed to the favored Gentile nations for mercy and assistance, but 
little help was given.  

The key that identifies the rich man of the parable is in the statement 
concerning his five brothers—"They have Moses and the prophets." This was true 
only of the Jewish nation. The nation was divided into twelve tribes. Following 
the Babylonian captivity, it was mostly the members of the two tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin that returned to Judea, although some of all the tribes returned. 
It was largely, therefore, the two tribes to whom Jesus ministered, and who 
would be represented by this rich man of the parable. If this one man 
represented two tribes, the other ten tribes could be well represented by his 
five brethren, and the parable shows that they shared the same fate because 
they had failed to hear Moses and the prophets.  

But the parable does not teach that the Jewish nation was to suffer forever. 
Indeed, there are many prophecies to show that the death of Israel as a nation 
was to be only temporary, and now these prophecies are being fulfilled. Today, 
as the restored nation of Israel continues to work out its new destiny in the 
Promised Land, the flames of persecution are abating. Eventually their eyes of 
understanding will be opened to recognize Jesus as their Messiah; and by 
bringing themselves into accord with his righteous kingdom soon to be 
manifested for the blessing of all nations, they will be completely reinstated 
into the favor of God and will have the opportunity to enjoy the blessings of 
peace and everlasting life which will then be made available to all the peoples 
of the earth.  
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Torments: Strongs #931 basanos (bas'-an-os); a touch-stone 
Greek English Lexicon: 1) a touchstone, which is a black siliceous stone used to test the purity 
of gold or silver by the color of the streak produced on it by rubbing it with either metal 2) the 
rack or instrument of torture by which one is forced to divulge the truth 

All other uses: 
Matthew 4:24: (KJV) And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him 

all sick people that were taken with divers diseases and torments <931>, and those which 
were possessed with devils, and those which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy; and 
he healed them. 

Luke 16:28: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come 

into this place of torment <931>. 

Again, the actual definition is a touch-stone.  Also note that the word for 
torment in verse 24 is an entirely different word. 

• In this flame 

Flame: Strongs #5395 phlox (flox); from a primary phlego (to "flash" or "flame"); a blaze:  
KJV-- flame (-ing). 

Here are some of the ways this word is used: 

Real fire: 
Acts 7:30: (KJV) And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the 

wilderness of mount Sinai an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.    

Symbolic fire: 
2 Thessalonians 1:8: (KJV) In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 

and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:   

Hebrews 1:7: And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a 
flame of fire.     

In all cases except for this parable, the word is used with “of fire.” Jesus’ 
lesson here is not one of torture but of the revealing of past indiscretions and 
misuses of favor.  The “flame” is not destructive, but revealing, bright and 
with a purpose to be the light that uncovers all things. 

One last text on God’s perspective of sinful man: 
Romans 11:25-32: (NASB) 25For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this 

mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—that a partial hardening has 
happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; 26and so all Israel will be 
saved; just as it is written, The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness 
from Jacob. 27This is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins. 28From the 
standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God’s 
choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; 29for the gifts and the calling of God are 
irrevocable. 30For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy 
because of their disobedience, 31so these also now have been disobedient, that because of the 
mercy shown to you they also may now be shown mercy. 32For God has shut up all in 
disobedience so that He may show mercy to all. 

So, even though Israel as a nation outright rejected their Messiah, they still 
come under the umbrella of God’s mercy! 


